THE  WORLD   SOUL
know. Jesus was born of an unknown father, possibly a Greek, for there is a passage in one of the Gospels that may point to this, and of Mary in the usual way, and that is as far as we can go.
But if his flesh followed the laws of flesh his soul was unique, for it was wisdom, and it was to express this fact that the legend of Mary being with child by the Holy Ghost arose. That there was in Mary a premonition that her son would be great is also true, and is an instance of a world law of the influence of a mother's thought on her unborn child and the converse. For Jesus to be born as he was it was necessary for Mary to have the thoughts she did, that her son would be great, and she Hid have them. The "angel" who came to her was that thought, that intuition, rising from the new life within her to her heart that here was something that the world would be glad of. All mothers have it; she had it most. She communicated this idea to others, as is natural; a nature such as hers would impress its thought on those about her, especially as the idea was already in the world. That is the truth that underlies the stories in Matthew.
Jesus was neurotic, as all great thinkers have been. He was physically timid, as is shown in the agony in the garden, though his spirit knew no fear ; he was physically weak: he had to ride on an ass into Jerusalem ; he could not carry his cross. Thought